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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

Summer time is star party time. I just returned 

from our annual SFAA night at Fremont Peak 

Observatory. It was my first time at FP, and I have 

to admit that the views through the 30” telescope 

were definitely worth the trip. 

 

 
The Presidential tent at Fremont Peak Valley 

View campground 

 

Seeing was ok with quite a bit of fog rolling over 

the hills and into the valleys all night long. It took 

us a while to run through the star alignment 

procedure for the 30” beast, but locating objects 

worked quite well after we got the scope aligned. 

 

 
Ken Frank at eyepiece level – 8ft above the 

ground – illuminated by a quarter Moon 

 

We had some spectacular views of the Moon 

during the early part of the evening and spent the 

rest of the night with some fine Messier objects. 

M57 (the Ring Nebula) was our first as it is 

located near Vega, our second alignment star. We 

stayed a bit longer in the eastern part of the sky 

looking at M13 (the Great Hercules Cluster) and 

M92 (another pretty globular cluster in Hercules). 

We then moved on to M104 (the Sombrero Galaxy 

in Virgo), my favorite for the night. After that we 

turned the big telescope all the way from south to 

north to find M51 (the Whirlpool Galaxy), which 

was a bit tricky at first; but we finally succeeded 

with one person watching the tracking of the 

digital setting circles on the computer screen 

(mind you, this telescope does not have a GOTO 

button!) and two people looking through separate 

finderscopes to guide the star hopping. You will 

remember from our discussion in last month’s 

President’s Column that M51 owes its peculiar 

shape to the close encounter between a larger 

spiral galaxy, M51 or NGC 5194, and a smaller 

companion, NGC 5195. 

 

Around 1am, the fog rose higher and higher and 

we decided to “pack up”, which requires three to 

four people and a good half hour of time, right 

before the fog would creep into the observatory. 

 

 
The fog rolling in above Fremont Peak creating an 

eerie scene 

 

I had to leave Fremont Peak on Saturday morning 

and couldn’t stay for the second night but just this 

one night of observing and the great atmosphere in 

the campground was a terrific experience. Many 

thanks to Ken Frank for organizing and hosting 

the SFAA night at FP Observatory. 

 

DIRK LAMMERTS 

PRESIDENT 
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The SFAA owns eight very fine, easy to use, 

loaner telescopes well-suited for deep sky, 

planets, and star parties.  All scopes are 

available to any SFAA member.  The loaner 

custodians for the majority of our fleet are Pete 

& Sarah Goldie.  Please contact them at 

telescopes@sfaa-astronomy.org for details if 

you are interested in borrowing a scope or if 

you have items you can donate for the loaner program 

(eyepieces, star maps/books, red flashlights, collimator, etc.). 

 Please contact the appropriate member indicated below if you 

are interested in borrowing one of the telescopes. 

 

1) 6" f/10.3 Dobsonian/Ken Frank27#')$*++,+$("-'-./0-"1      

2) 8" f/7  Dobsonian/Pete Goldie  

3) 8.5" f/6 Dobsonian/Pete Goldie  

4) 10" f/8 Dobsonian/Pete Goldie  

5) 114mm f/4 Newtonian StarBlast/Pete Goldie 

6) 8" f/10 Celestron SCT/Annette Gabrielli/ annette@sfaa-

astronomy.org  

7) 8" f/10 Meade SCT/Stefanie Ulrey/treasurer@sfaa-astronomy.org 

8) 9.5"  f/5.6 Celestron Newtonian/Ken Frank/27#')$*++,
+$("-'-./0-"1  

 

$
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The SFAA owns a series of astronomy 

videotapes featuring Alex Filippenko, a world-

renowned professor of astronomy at UC 

Berkeley. The videotapes provide an 

introduction to astronomy and cover topics 

such as the Solar System, the lifecycles of stars, 

the nature of galaxies, and the birth of the 

Universe. The SFAA loans the tapes free to all members. If you are 

interested in viewing these tapes, you may check them out at 

any of the SFAA General Meetings. These tapes were kindly 

donated to the SFAA by Bert Katzung.   For information on the 

course tapes themselves: 

http://www.teach12.com/ttc/assets/coursedescriptions/180.asp  

$

!
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Membership is billed for each upcoming year on June 30.  Members may receive no more than one bulletin after the expiration of 

membership.  

 

SFAA Website and Online Services 

The SFAA web site at sfaa-astronomy.org is provided to our members and the general public for the sharing of club 

information and services. The web site contains links for club star parties, events, newsletters, lectures and meetings. If you 

wish to interact with other people who are interested in astronomy, the SFAA web site offers public and members only 

bulletin board forums. If you wish to remain up-to-date on club activities, then we encourage you to subscribe to one or 

both of our public mailing lists, which will allow you to receive our newsletter and/or club announcements via email. Other 

useful and interesting information and services are available on the site such as observing location reviews, member 

astronomy photos, and members only telescope loans. Information about SFAA’s membership, organization and by-laws 

are available at the club’s online public document archive. If you need to contact a representative of the SFAA, then please visit our 

contacts page to help in finding the right person to answer your questions. 

!

!"#$%!&'%!(#)!is the official bulletin of the San Francisco Amateur Astronomers.   It is the forum in which club members may share 

their experiences, ideas, and observations.  We encourage you to participate by submitting your articles, announcements, letters, photos and 

drawings.  We would also like to hear from our new members.  Tell us about yourself – what you have done in the past and what other clubs 

you have joined.  The deadline for the next issue is the 20th day of the month.  Send your articles to Editor@sfaa-astronomy.org. 
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http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/clubarchive/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/contacts.php
http://www.teach12.com/ttc/assets/coursedescriptions/180.asp
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/starparties/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/calendar.php?drawcalendar:sfaa
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/newsletter/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/lectures/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/meetings.php
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/bullbord.php
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/mailinglists/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/observingsites/
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/photography/
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 NEW SFAA MEMBERS 

Scope City is offering to new members a $25 credit toward the 

purchase of telescopes and binoculars. 

Obtain a receipt for dues payment from  

Vivian White, Treasurer,!!

!"#$%&"#"'%($$"$%!")*)+,-)".. 

Contact Sam Sweiss at Scope City 

to arrange for your discount. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scopecity.com/index.cf
mailto:treasurer@sfaa-astronomy.org
http://www.sfaa-astronomy.org/starparties/
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Information Hotline: (415) 289-6636

Web Page: www.sfaa-astronomy.org

Sharing the Wonders of the Universe

Has your membership expired? Your mailing label includes the month and 
year through which your membership is paid.  If it is past, your membership 
has expired and this may be your last issue.
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